Mission Statement

English as a Second Language Program

Community College of Philadelphia

The English as a Second Language (ESL) program of Community College of Philadelphia serves the non-native English speaking community by providing a coherent foundation in English language skills for college transfer, employment, and life-long learning. Through the design and delivery of its courses and services, the program seeks to promote high quality, innovative, and flexible educational opportunities aimed at those students who may benefit from them. Those opportunities consist of:

· Academically oriented courses in the College’s English Department.  These course provide students with academic skills - critical thinking, reading, composition, oral communication - required in college courses; other goals in these courses include acquisition of knowledge that leads to:
· Increased capability of students to participate in the cultural, social, and economic life of the larger community;

· Greater insight into students’ strengths, needs, and aspirations, and greater appreciation of their own cultural background and experience;

· Increased understanding of the academic challenges facing students who transfer to other higher education institutions;

· Ability to give service to others and participate in civic life as informed and concerned citizens;

· Increased awareness and appreciation of a diverse world where all are interdependent;

· Heightened curiosity and active interest among students and teachers in intellectual questions and social issues;

· Improved ability to pursue paths of inquiry, to interpret and evaluate what is discovered, and to express reactions effectively;

· Provision of support structures aimed at encouraging students’ academic success and persistence at the College until their educational goals are achieved; these consist of increased educational support for students through ancillary tutoring, classes, and workshops delivered by ESL specialists in the College’s Learning Laboratory Department;

· Provision of a caring and supportive environment in which teaching and learning can occur. This environment consists of: 

· Opportunity for a dynamic intellectual and cultural exchange between teachers and students;

· Recognition that students’ acquisition of English is a long-term process in which incremental gains should be valued;

· Greater opportunities for students to study independently through technological tools that enhance language development;

The ESL Program is committed to high educational standards that respond to the changing needs of the community. These standards are promoted through:

· Ongoing review, revision, and redesign of curricula and courses in order to ensure that students understand and use English effectively for academic, professional, and occupational purposes;

· Improved course offerings and services to non-native English speakers in all geographic areas of the community in which the need for these courses and services exists;

· Faculty engagement in the ESL profession through professional conferences, organizations, and publication;
· Effective, open, and proactive communication among ESL faculty and staff and faculty, staff, and administrators in the divisions of Liberal Studies, Educational Support Services, and Student Life and throughout the College.

· Communication and professional interchange between the academically oriented ESL program and the College’s Community Services ESL program
