ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 099/098

GENERAL

1) Instructors' syllabus should indicate a weekly breakdown of activities and assignments, including the number of in-class and out-of-class essays, and reading tests, so the students have a clear idea of the workload involved.

2)   Instructors need to emphasize to the students from the beginning the importance of sound study habits, keeping up with the deadlines and completing assignments on time, and coming prepared for classes. This will enable them to be prepared for the rigors of English 101 and beyond.

3) Within the first week of the semester, students should be given an in-class reading and writing diagnostic test to assess their ability, and send any misplaced student to the appropriate level.

4) Teachers need to identify the very weak students, especially second and third time repeaters by the third week, and require them to attend additional tutoring during office hours, or require them to set up standing appointments in the Learning Lab. It is also essential to monitor these students' progress very closely, and keep them informed of their progress. If no progress is seen in these students, then a meeting with the counselors should be suggested.

5) Instructors need to explain clearly how each assignment will be assessed and graded, and periodically inform all students of their progress via individual conferences, so their final outcome is not a surprise at the end of the semester .

6) Students should be given short term and long term reading and writing assignments to be completed outside of class every week to reinforce classroom instruction, and satisfy the requirements of a linked six-credit course. Instructors need to check and respond to students' homework.

7)  Students should be encouraged to type their home assignments, particularly formal essays, in preparation for English 101. Instructors also need to type all major assignments so the students have a hard copy in case they go to the Learning Lab 

8)  Instructors are encouraged to form informal teaching circles/norming groups and exchange students' papers, review assignments, discuss course content as often as possible during the semester with other colleagues teaching this level.

READING

1) Reading selections should include a novel or a collection of short stories, and a series of non- fiction articles/essays of varying degrees of length and complexity, and towards the end of the semester, readings closer to what students might encounter in English 101. Non-fiction readings may include excerpts from academic textbook chapters to train the students for content courses.

2) Students should write at least three summaries of non-fiction articles of varying length and complexity as home assignments with an opportunity for revision. After adequate training, they should write two summaries as in-class tests, one around mid-term, and one at the end of the semester.

3) At least two major reading tests based on longer readings need to be given. Students could be given the readings at least a week prior to the test, and required to annotate in English only. Questions should elicit answers in paragraph form, not as lists or multiple choices.

4) Instructors need to teach paraphrasing skills, and discourage copying exact sentences from the text as answers to reading comprehension questions.

5) Teachers need to provide clear detailed modeling of the reading pieces, and provide practice in skills such as annotation, paraphrase, outlining, and vocabulary in context.

6) Instructors need to make clear that a major part of the grade for the reading component of the course depends op their passing the two in-class summaries, two major reading tests, at least two of the out-of-class summaries, and a reading final exam.

7) Instructors are encouraged to give the reading final exam during the fourteenth week. This will help in comparing a student's performance in reading with his/her writing when the instructors meet for group grading sessions.

8) Instructors are urged to follow the guidelines and format of the model reading exam distributed in Spring 2004.

WRITING

1) Instructors need to emphasize writing as a process demonstrating the use of pre-writing exercises to create and organize their formal essays, including scratch notes, clustering/listing, or an outline.

2) Students need to write at least four to five out-of-class essays with an opportunity for at least one or two revisions, but no more than two revisions. The initial two essay topics could be on personal topics; however, subsequent essay topics need to be text-based with increasing complexity.

3) Students need to write at least three in-class essays excluding the final exam. These in-class essays need to be two-hour timed essays in preparation for the final exam. Students could be given an opportunity to revise or correct their errors at home, but the grade should remain the same.

4) Teachers need to inform the students that their final grade will depend on their performance in both in-class and out-of-class essays, and the final exam.

5) Teachers need to respond in writing to the students' essays on the content, organization, and grammar, and explain clearly how the grade was determined.

6) Formal instruction in grammar and editing skills need to be provided, particularly within the context of the students' own writing.

EXIT CRITERIA

1) Students need to pass in both reading and writing, and their final grade in both should be a "P".

2) No student should be exempted from final exams. If the student has any medical or family emergency, the student should be asked to take the exam on an alternate date. If this is not possible within the time frame, the students' portfolio needs to be assessed in consultation with the level coordinators/assistant department head/Susan Peterson.

3) While determining a student's final grade, instructors are urged to adopt a portfolio type of an assessment placing a heavier emphasis on a students' performance after the mid-term rather than just his/her performance in the final exam.

4) In order to receive a passing grade in the reading component of the course, a student must have demonstrated consistently a reasonable mastery in the following:

· Read a complex and longer reading independently and answer critical and analytical comprehension questions and paraphrase without copying from the original.

· Write a cohesive summary on a short unseen article in class with minimum grammar errors.

5) In order to obtain a passing grade in the writing component, a student must have demonstrated consistently a reasonable mastery of the following:

· Write well-developed, coherent multi-paragraph essays (500 words) in expository and argumentative genres on a text- based topic, appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience.

· Organize essays with effective introduction, well-developed body paragraphs with adequate support and textual evidence, and an appropriate conclusion.

· Demonstrate the ability to combine, connect, and embed sentences with correct word order to achieve sentence variety.

· Use correctly (most of the time) verb tense/time and aspect, parallel structure, and word forms.

· Use sentence-end punctuation, capitalization appropriately.

· Use appropriate vocabulary from the advanced reading texts.

