Preliminary Recommendations for English 093/083


GENERAL

1) Instructor's syllabus indicates a weekly breakdown of assignments, including major essays, in-class timed writing, and reading tests, so students can understand the goals and expectations of the course.

2) Instructors emphasize the importance of good study habits, completing assignments on time, and coming prepared for classes. They insist that students follow classroom activities at all times and show evidence of having done required reading.

3) Instructors give diagnostic reading/writing check during the first week of the semester. New students can have their placement changed if the reading score permits. Data sheets should be checked to see if new students have the minimum cut-off score for the 083 reading level. Scores below 27 must be referred to English 082/092.
4) Instructors identify weak students, especially repeaters, and require them to attend additional tutoring during office course or in the Learning Lab.

5) Instructors explain how assignments are graded and let students know about their progress throughout the course.

6) Instructors give short and long-term reading and writing assignments to be completed outside the class and encourage students to keep organized notebooks with these assignments listed in them. Homework should be returned as soon as possible with corrections and comments that show careful scrutiny. Grades can be simple checks and minuses. The important thing is that students know their work has been read and responded to with interest.

READING

1) Reading selections should include a short novel or a collection of short stories, and a series of non-fiction items of varied length. There should be emphasis on non-fiction that introduces students to academic vocabulary, such as short essays and editorials. These help students learn to recognize opinion/main idea, and they also give them information about current events. Near the end of the semester, instructors should introduce some reading material that might be encountered in English 098/099.

2) Students are taught to write short coherent summaries of fiction and non-fiction. In these lessons, they must be trained not to plagiarize and be encouraged to use dictionaries to help them paraphrase main ideas and major points. Material used for these assignments should be appropriate for this level.

3) In responding to fiction, students can learn basic critical writing techniques like character description and theme analysis. Long paragraphs make an excellent vehicle for this type of assignment.

Students should learn to answer reading comprehension questions in clearly-written paragraphs. Instructors can ask questions that require understanding of the structure of the reading: enumeration of reasons, ways, types, differences. Students are taught that their own reactions to a reading are separate from report, paraphrase, and summary of an author's ideas.

5) Instructors must model reading processes for their students. Read, annotate, highlight, and discuss new vocabulary with the entire class. Construct model summaries on the board together. Look in the dictionary together.

6) The grade in the reading part of the course should be based on the writing of in-class tests that include short summaries and clear answers to comprehension questions. Students who copy from the text and cannot paraphrase at all should be permitted to remain at this level. So too should students who are unable or unwilling to use dictionaries.

WRITING

1) The writing of long paragraphs and short essays should be emphasized throughout this level. The entire writing process is taught, and students are given sufficient time to compose and write at least two drafts. Writing workshops are an excellent use of classroom time. Journals can be used as a prewriting activity but should not take precedence over the essay.

2) Students should write at least four major expository essays of about 350 words. Essay topics evolve from reading assignments. MP work requires revision.

3) Long paragraphs can be used for many of the reading assignments described previously. MP work requires revision.

4) There should be three to four in-class timed essays, excluding the final exam. Students can revise these to improve their understanding of grammar and rhetoric, but the test grade should remain the same.

5) Essays are graded for content, organization, and grammar. Essays should always receive comments as well as a grade. Teachers explain the grading process and the importance of language improvement. They help the students revise by guiding them to appropriate grammar reference pages and by explaining grammar to students in conferences. Conferencing is not only an office activity. It should be done during writing workshops in the classroom.

6) When receiving this type of instruction, students should show marked progress in their use of grammatical structures and in their use of English dictionaries while they write. Teachers will monitor these processes as they visit with students.

7) All composition work, midterm and final tests are the basis for the students' writing grade. Grammar tests are useful, but grades on these should not determine the course grade. Students whose writing does not improve during the semester should remain at this level.
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