Paper Assignment

Part 1:  Visual Analysis of a Work of Art

The first paper will be between 1-2 pages in length.  It must by typed, double-spaced, with 1 inch margins, and 12 point Times New Roman font.  

You may choose a single original artwork that is currently on display at the Philadelphia Museum of Art.  Make sure that you choose a work that will fit within the scope of the class.  In other words, do not choose something from the Hall of Armor of the Chinese section, as we will not cover those chapters in class.  Choose something from one of the chapters that we will be discussing.

The first portion of the paper is DESCRIPTIVE.  This means that you are going to describe the work of art to your audience so that they can “see” what you are looking at.  This also means that you should have little to no background information in the paper. For example, I do not want to know who made it or the history of the object or the history of the subject.  I simply want you to visually discuss the object in front of you.  I do expect that you will use vocabulary that you have learned in class, or that you would look up material in the book if you write about something we have not yet covered.  

Part 2: Outline

For part 2 of your paper, you will create an outline that presents the work that you chose from the museum in comparison to one of the works that I suggested to you.  Your goal is to create a comparison between the style of your museum work and that from the text book.  You are NOT expected to do any research beyond your textbook and the information gleaned from the museum.  Essentially, you are developing upon your visual analysis and the type of comparisons that you are expected to perform on your examinations.  You should follow a standard outline format:

I. Introduction


A. main idea – i.e. chosen work of art from the museum



1. subset (if necessary)


B. main idea – i.e. visual description of work of art

II. Body


A. Chosen work from text


B. Stylistic Analysis



1. details of the analysis for museum artwork



2. details of the analysis for book artwork


C. Comparison of style

Etc.

Standard rules of creating an outline are as follows:


1.  You cannot have a “I” without a “II,” an “A” without a “B,” or a “1” without a 

“2”


2.  You should not write in full sentences, but should summarize your ideas in 

phrases


3.  The more information you include in the outline, the easier it will be to write 

the paper!

For the outline and final paper, you should consider the following issues:


1.  Revising part 1 of your paper.  You should use part 1 as an introduction to the 

Final Paper, having revised any grammar, punctuation or content issues when turning in the final draft.


2.  How does each work function within the society?  Is the function of the objects 

similar or radically different based on culture?


3.  What are the stylistic characteristics that define each work and the culture that 

produced it?  In other words, if you knew NOTHING about the work that you chose from the museum, how might you use the artwork from the book to help you determine time period, culture, or function of the museum work?  Are they the same, different?  Why?  Here, you should be thinking about stance, idealization or realism, materials, size, etc.

Part 3: Final Paper

The final portion of the paper will be between 4-5 pages in length, typed, double-spaced, 12 point TIMES NEW ROMAN font.  It will include a REVISION OF PART 1 of the paper and the written formulation of your outline.  This means that you should correct ALL problems that were pointed out when you got part 1 of your paper back, including content, spelling, punctuation, etc.  In addition, you will turn in your original graded parts 1 and 2 with the final draft.

