Course:  Math 017, Section 002 (Sequence 31076), Summer I 2002
Meeting Time and Location:  12:30-1:50 (MTWR), Room M3-3A

Instructor: John Majewicz

Office:  B1-9B (Bonnell Building), (215) 751-8488 (voice mail available)

Email Address:  jmajewicz@ccp.cc.pa.us

Text:  Elementary Algebra, Math 017. A Custom Edition of Introductory Algebra by Marvin L. Bittinger.

Course grade:  Math 016 and Math 017 are pass/fail courses.  Final course grades of P, F and MP are assigned in these courses.  The following information describes the grading procedure used in this section of Math 017.  

259-350 points . . . . . . . . . . P

175-258 points . . . . . . . . . . MP

0-174 points . . . . . . . . . . . . F


Homework.  This section of Math 017 is designed in such a way that students will, in general, do well if they complete homework assignments on a regular basis.  It is almost a sure thing that STUDENTS WILL NOT DO WELL IF THEY DO NOT COMPLETE HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS!  Homework will be assigned at the end of each class.  Homework assignments will not be collected, but it is expected that they will be completed.  Progress will be assessed by means of weekly quizzes and quizzes will account for a very large portion of the course grade (250 of 350 points).  

Students planning to continue in this section of Math 017 should be prepared to spend at least two hours on homework for each hour spent in class.  Some students will need more than two hours to master the skills in an assignment.  There is absolutely nothing wrong with working on an assignment for more than two hours if the goal is to achieve a thorough understanding of the material. 

 Quizzes.  Weekly quizzes will be given during the first twenty minutes of a class meeting, beginning with the second week of the semester and continuing until the end of the semester.  Quiz 1 is scheduled for Thursday, 16 May.  Each quiz is worth 25 points and the lowest grade will not be dropped! 


Optional, make-up quizzes will be available for each quiz, but a make-up quiz is mandatory for Quiz 1 and Quiz 2 if a score of 21 or below is earned on either of those quizzes.  Make-up quizzes will be available in order for a student to try to improve his or her grade, but it is the student’s responsibility not to abuse this privilege.  Students will have to plan carefully in order not to be penalized by taking a make-up quiz.  

In order to discourage overuse and abuse of make-up quizzes, the average of the quiz score and the make-up, quiz score will be recorded.  For example, a 13 on the first attempt will be averaged with a 19 on the second attempt, resulting in a score of (13+19)/2=16.  In other words, three points are added to the student’s point-total because of the improved score.  On the other hand, if the first quiz score is a 12 and the second attempt results in a 10, then the average (12+10)/2=11 is smaller than the first score!  In this case, one point is deducted from the student’s point-total.  

Plan not to avoid quizzes by missing class.  If a student misses a quiz due to an unexcused absence, then a score of zero points is recorded.  If a make-up quiz is taken, then that score will be averaged with the 0.  In other words, it doesn’t pay to avoid quizzes.      

In general, a student who chooses not to master the rules of operations with signed numbers and fractions wastes his or her time, his or her classmate’s time and his or her teacher’s time.  More importantly, it is impossible to do well in Math 017 (or any other mathematics class) without a thorough understanding of the rules of operations with signed numbers and fractions.  Therefore, the first and second quizzes of the semester have a mandatory make-up quiz if either one is not passed with a score of 22 out of 25 (88%).

 
Quizzes, for the most part, will be based on homework assignments and class notes.  Since there will be ten, 25-point quizzes throughout the semester, quizzes will account for 250 of the 350 points that can be earned in the course. 

Final Exam.  A 100-point, cumulative final exam is scheduled for Thursday, 27 June.  The final exam score must be at least 60% in order to earn a passing grade in this course.  


Final Course Grade.  Students who (a) score at least 60 on the final exam, (b) score at least 22 one time on quizzes 1 and 2 and (c) have a total point accumulation of at least 259 after the final exam is finished will earn a P grade (passing) in Math 017.  Point-totals between 175 and 258 will result in a grade of MP (Making Progress). An F (Fail) is reserved for those students scoring below 225.


The MP grade is reserved for those students who do not earn the minimum number of points to pass the course or have not achieved at least 60% on the final exam, and who have made a serious effort to meet the minimum requirements.  In general, a serious effort means that every quiz and exam has been taken, no more than one week of class has been missed and the point-total is between 175 and 258.  Students who have missed more than four classes by the end of the semester and have a point-total below 175 will receive an F in this section of Math 017. 

Earned course grade:  Although Math 017 is a pass/fail course, many students are interested in an equivalent letter grade.  Use the following scale to determine a so-called earned course grade:





315-350 points . . . . . . . . . . A





280-314 points . . . . . . . . . . B





245-279 points . . . . . . . . . . C





210-244 points . . . . . . . . . . D

    



    0-209 points . . . . . . . . . . F

Learning Laboratories:  There are several learning labs located throughout the college.  The South Learning Lab, Room B2-36, is the important lab for students taking mathematics courses at the college.  Free, peer tutoring is available by appointment, beginning sometime during the first week of classes, for all current CCP students.  The peer tutors are experienced CCP students who have taken many of the courses in which they tutor.  

Student Responsibilities:

Class Attendance.  This section of Math 017 meets from 12:30 until 1:50 almost every Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from Monday, 13 May until Thursday, 27 June.  (The last day of classes is Thursday, 27 April.)  Students are responsible for attending every class, arriving on time and remaining for the entire class.   If you will be unable to arrive at 12:30 sharp for every class meeting and stay until 1:50, then you must consider rescheduling this section of Math 017.  Special accommodations cannot be made for anyone.

Attendance will be noted at the beginning, and end, of each class-meeting.  College policy states that students who miss one week of class (four class-meetings in this case, not necessarily consecutive) are to be withdrawn from the course. Failure to be in the classroom, for any reason, is noted as an absence.  The college does have a policy with regard to excused absences.  (Please refer to page 10 of this document for some very important information regarding financial aid and dropped courses.)    


Entering a classroom late on a regular basis is disruptive and inconsiderate of students who make every effort to be in the room on time and ready to start at exactly 12:30.  Therefore, regular lateness will not be tolerated under any circumstances.  Lateness will be noted in my attendance records starting with the third class-meeting (15 May).  Each lateness after the first one counts as half of an absence (2 lateness’s = 1 absence).  It is, therefore, possible (by arriving late at least 8 times) for students to be withdrawn from the course, for habitually arriving to class late.


Unusual attendance will also result in absences being noted in the attendance records.  Arriving thirty seconds before the start of class, throwing down your belongings, leaving and returning twenty minutes later is one example of unacceptable attendance.  Leaving for lengthy periods of time is another example.  Full participation in the class is expected at all times.  

Class participation.  Every student is expected to behave responsibly and courteously towards the teacher and his or her classmates.  There will be plenty of time for interaction between the class, and me but in order for the interaction to be meaningful, it is essential that some basic guidelines be followed.  Students are required to raise their hands in order to be acknowledged, and students, who do not cut-off their classmates, or the teacher, will be called upon in order.  “Calling-out” is unacceptable.    (Occasionally, I will solicit responses from the group at which time it is not usually necessary to raise hands to offer an answer.) 


People must be patient and wait their turn to ask questions.  It is unfair for discussions between students to take place during the lecture, even if the discussion is about the mathematics being presented.  It’s very likely that someone will misunderstand what I’m saying if they’re distracted by other people’s conversation.  Resist the temptation to talk to your neighbor during lecture!  For the most part, everyone will be accommodated, but everyone must understand that time-limitations will prevent me from answering every question.  Unanswered questions can always be discussed during my office hours.

Timing is everything!  There are not stupid questions, but there are inappropriate questions.  For example, it is extremely unfair to the class if students continue to disrupt class to ask questions about material that is unfamiliar to them because they missed class, because they have not completed their homework assignment or because they have arrived to class late, legitimately or otherwise.  Similarly, it’s unfair to continue asking questions about material that the rest of the class has chosen to master at the time that it was expected of them; for example, asking about the rules for signed number addition in the tenth week of classes wastes everyone’s time.  

It is very important to remember that the purpose of a lecture is to disseminate information.  The lecture is not the time for a private tutorial.  Students are encouraged to ask simple questions, but encouraged, just as strongly, to utilize office hours, the learning lab, etc., for discussions about concepts that are more difficult in nature, and thus more time consuming.  In the past, students have justified their domination of class time by saying that they have paid for the course, but, everyone has paid for the right to attend the course, and no one is entitled to monopolize a teacher’s attention. 

As often as possible, class will be dismissed about fifteen minutes early and the remaining time will be made available to answer questions from homework assignments. Any unanswered questions may have to be discussed with me during office hours.  If you’re having difficulty with material that is not specifically related to the homework assignments, then it will be more appropriate, and fairer to your classmates, if the problems are discussed with me during my office hours or with a tutor in the learning lab.  

On page 5, the student can find a detailed, albeit incomplete, list of helpful tips for conducting oneself appropriately in a college classroom.  Disclaimer:  I do not assume that all students are unfamiliar with the items mentioned on page 5.  Rather, I assume that at least one student is unfamiliar with them and list them in order to “cover as many bases” at the beginning of the semester.  In other words, do not be insulted, as I am accusing no particular person of anything!


Course progress.  Every student will be responsible for maintaining a record of his or her attendance and grades.  A copy of the table on page 7 will be given out to each student very soon.  I will be maintaining a record for each student using a similar document.  Once the third week of classes is finished, each student will receive a copy of my records in order to be certain that there are no discrepancies with his or her record.  The same thing will happen after the seventh week of classes has passed.  At the conclusion of the semester, a copy will be mailed to the student’s home.

PLEASE . . .

1.  do not bring children to the classroom.

2.  do not have a discussion with your classmates during class time.

3.  be respectful towards your classmates.

4.  turn off cellular telephones and pagers before entering the classroom.

5.  feel free to chew gum, but do not pop it.

6.  remember the correct spelling and pronunciation of “Majewicz”.

7.  put away portable radios, cd players and cassette players before entering the classroom.

8.  do not respond to questions if your classmate has volunteered to answer first.

9.  do not take a nap during class time.

10.  do not eat in the classroom.

11.  do not expect private tutorials from teachers when class is “blown off”.

12.  refrain from cursing and using derogatory words.

13.  do not expect extra credit.

14.  plan not to leave class for non-emergency reasons; e.g., calling boyfriend or girlfriend, meeting friends in the hallway for a chat, grabbing a snack during class, etc.

15.  do not dig noisily through book bags and/or purses during class.

16.  plan to arrive for class on time.

17.  do not have your friends disrupt class.

18.  remember that there other students in the course.

19.  refrain from asking questions and making comments such as, 


(a)  “Will this be on the test?”

(b)  “You’re making this more confusing than it needs to be!”

(c)  “Are we doing anything important today?”

(d)  “You’re making me totally lost!”

My Schedule:  The following schedule contains my course schedule.  Office hours will be announced in each Thursday class-meeting.  

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday

	12:30-1:50

Math017.002

Room M3-3A
	12:30-1:50

Math017.002

Room M3-3A
	12:30-1:50

Math017.002

Room M3-3A
	12:30-1:50

Math017.002

Room M3-3A

	
	
	
	

	6:00-8:50

Math270.002

Room BR-71
	6:00-8:50

Math270.002

Room BR-71
	
	6:00-7:50

Math270.002

Room BR-71
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Math 017.002 MW Syllabus

 Summer I 2002

	Class Meeting Number
	Week
	Day (Date)
	Topics

	1
	1
	M(05-13)
	Course introduction 

	2
	1
	T(05-14)
	1.1-1.2 Factoring and LCM’s, fractional notation

	3
	1
	W(05-15)
	1.6-1.7 Signed number addition and subtraction 

	4
	1
	R(05-16)
	Quiz 1 (Fraction arithmetic)

	
	
	
	1.8-1.9 Signed number multiplication and division 

	
	
	
	

	5
	2
	M(05-20)
	1.3, 1.5 Exponential notation, order of operations, real numbers 

	6
	2
	T(05-21)
	Quiz 2 (Signed number arithmetic)

	
	
	
	1.4 Introduction to algebra

	7
	2
	W(05-22)
	1.10 Properties of real numbers 

	8
	2
	R(05-23)
	Quiz 3 

	
	
	
	1.11 Simplifying expressions, order of operations

	
	
	
	

	9
	3
	T(05-28)
	One-variable, linear equations and equivalent equations

	10
	3
	W(05-29)
	Quiz 4 

	
	
	
	One-variable, linear equations and equivalent equations (continued)

	11
	6
	R(05-30)
	2.1-2.3 Solving one-variable, linear equations

	
	
	
	

	12
	4
	M(06-03)
	Solving one-variable, linear equations (cont’d)

	13
	4
	T(06-04)
	2.5 Inequalities, equivalent inequalities and solving linear inequalities in one variable

	
	
	
	Quiz 5 

	14
	4
	W(06-05)
	2.5 Inequalities, equivalent inequalities and solving linear inequalities in one variable (continued)

	15
	4
	R(06-06)
	3.1 Graphs and applications 

	
	
	
	Quiz 6 

	
	
	
	

	16
	5
	M(06-10)
	3.2 Graphing two-variable, linear equations

	17
	5
	T(06-11)
	3.4 Systems of two-variable, linear equations, equivalent systems 

	
	
	
	Quiz 7 

	18
	5
	W(06-12)
	3.4 Solving systems of two-variable, linear equations; Cramer’s rule

	19
	5
	R(06-13)
	3.7 Applications and problem solving

	
	
	
	Quiz 8

	
	
	
	


	Class Meeting Number
	Week
	Day (Date)
	Topics

	20
	6
	M(06-17)
	4.1-4.2 Integer-exponents, exponents and scientific notation

	21
	6
	T(06-18)
	4.3-4.4 Polynomials; addition and subtraction of polynomials 

	
	
	
	Quiz 9

	22
	6
	W(06-19)
	4.5-4.6 Multiplication of polynomials, special products 

	23
	6
	R(06-20)
	4.7-4.10 Factoring polynomials

	
	
	
	Quiz 10

	
	
	
	

	24
	7
	M(06-24)
	

	25
	7
	T(04-25)
	

	26
	7
	W(04-26)
	

	27
	7
	R(04-27)
	Final Exam


Personal Information and Agreement:  This document describes in detail what is expected of the students.  READ THE LAST PAGE (page 11) VERY CAREFULLY, fill in the necessary information, SIGN IT, detach it from this document and return it to me by Wednesday, 15 May.  If you do not return it on the day that it is due and you continue to come to class, it will be assumed that you have in fact agreed to the terms described therein.

Personal Information and Agreement (Please PRINT all your responses)
NAME AND ADDRESS (Please include zip code):

CONTACT NUMBERS:


Home:


Work:


Cellular:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

MATHEMATICS BACKGROUND:


What math courses have you taken?


Where?


How long ago?


What earned grade would you like to earn in the class?  Circle one:  A, B, C 


Reasons for such expectation:

Any other points of your background (in mathematics) that you consider relevant:

I have understood what is required of me for this class, my responsibilities towards the class, my fellow students, the instructor and myself.  I agree to abide by the above rules and the ones discussed in class.

Signature:

Date:

� EMBED Excel.Sheet.8  ���
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				NAME:		____________________________________________________________________

		Class		Week				Day (Date)		Attendance				Academic Performance

		Mtng														#1		#2		Mean		Total

		1		1				M(05-13)

		2						T(05-14)

		3						W(05-15)

		4						R(05-16)						Quiz 1		25				25		25

		5		2				M(05-20)

		6						T(05-21)						Quiz 2		25				25		50

		7						W(05-22)

		8						R(05-23)						Quiz 3		25				25		75

		9		3				T(05-28)

		10						W(05-29)						Quiz 4		25				25		100

		11						R(05-30)

		12		4				M(06-03)

		13						T(06-04)						Quiz 5		25				25		125

		14						W(06-05)

		15						R(06-06)						Quiz 6		25				25		150

		16		5				M(06-10)

		17						T(06-11)						Quiz 7		25				25		175

		18						W(06-12)

		19						R(06-13)						Quiz 8		25				25		200

		20		6				M(06-17)

		21						T(06-18)						Quiz 9		25				25		225

		22						W(06-19)

		23						R(06-20)						Quiz 10		25				25		250

		24		7				M(06-24)

		25						T(06-25)

		26						W(06-26)

		27						R(06-27)						Final Exam		100						350






