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	Course Title:
	Medical Law, Ethics, & Risk Management

	
	

	Course Number:
	MA  104

	
	

	Course Description:
	Examination of laws, regulations and other legal considerations applicable to the healthcare profession, combined with exploration of ethical and bioethical issues.

	
	

	Required Text:
	Law & Ethics for Medical Careers, 4th edition; Judson, Karen and Hicks, Sharon, 2006   

	
	

	Instructor:
	Dorothy R. Koteski, Professor

Department of Allied Health

	
	

	Office/Contact Information
	E-mail: dkoteski@ccp.edu
Office hours:  TBA


Course Objectives
Upon completion of the course, the students will be able to:

· Differentiate between law and ethics.

· Identify sources and types of law and explain the applicability of various bodies of law to the 


healthcare profession.

· Define legal terms applicable to the healthcare profession.

· Identify the elements of a valid contract.

· Recognize major issues with respect to professional liability and explain the impact of litigation on the healthcare environment.

· Demonstrate an understanding of the importance of informed consent and the difference between informed consent and implied consent.

· Develop risk management strategies.

· Recognize major bioethical issues that affect healthcare professionals.

· Identify the legal issues related to costs and payments.

· Demonstrate an understanding of the issues regarding distribution of healthcare.

· Interact effectively with patients and their families.

· Demonstrate awareness of the importance of accurate and concise medical records.

· Advise patients and their families with respect to decisions and ethical issues pertaining to death and dying.
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Topic Outline
	Week
	Date
	Chapter
	Assignments

	1
	09/06
	      1
	Importance of understanding laws and ethics
Assignments:
1. Read course manual and confirm understanding of course requirements, grading, student responsibilities, etc.

2. Read Chapter 1: Law and Ethics

3. View the Power Point presentation on Chapter 1

4. Forum # 1A Introductions and reason for taking course; 

Forum # 1B Use a search engine to conduct a search for websites concerned with bioethics. Name two of those sites you think are reliable sources of information. Explain your choices.  How does each site define the term “bioethics”?

5. Complete to one of the question in the chapter, then reply to two different questions answered by students.  

Question 26 -  Students with last names A through E 

Question 27 – Students with last names F through J

Question 28 – Students with last names K through O

Question 29 – Students with last names P through T
Question 30 – Students with last names U through Z

6. Use the Check Your Progress section and the Review Questions in the text to facilitate your learning. 



	2
	09/13
	    2
	Read Chapter 2: Working in health care 

Use the Check Your Progress and the Review Questions in the text to facilitate your learning.  

Complete Chapter 1 and 2 case studies by 9/22


	3
	09/18
	    3
	Read Chapter 3: Sources and types of law 
Use the Check Your Progress and the Review Questions in the text to facilitate your learning.  

Forum #2 ( Chapter 2 and 3)


	4
	10/02
	    4
	Chapter 4:  Professional liability and medical malpractice

Use the Check Your Progress and the Review Questions in the text to facilitate your learning.  

Complete Chapter 3 and 4 case studies by 10/06


	5
	10/09
	
	Exam # 1 on Chapters 1, 2, 3

	5
	10/09
	    4
	Chapter 4: Continued

Law suits: defenses, testimony, resolution and damages; preventing liability suits. 

Use the Check Your Progress and the Review Questions in the text to facilitate your learning.  



	6
	10/16
	
	No Class - Professional Development Day



	6
	10/16
	    5
	Chapter 5: Defense to liability suits

Use the Check Your Progress and the Review Questions in the text to facilitate your learning.  

Forum # 3 ( Chapters 4 and 5)


	7
	10/23
	    6
	Chapter 6: Medical records and informed consent

Use the Check Your Progress and the Review Questions in the text to facilitate your learning.  

Complete Chapter 5 and 6 case studies by 10/27


	8
	10/30
	    7
	Chapter 7: Privacy law and HIPPA 

Use the Check Your Progress and the Review Questions in the text to facilitate your learning.  

Forum # 4 ( Chapter 6 and 7)


	9
	11/06
	    7
	HIPPA Standards 

Complete Chapter 7 case studies by 11/10



	10
	11/06
	
	Exam # 2 on Chapters 4, 5, 6 and 7



	10
	11/13
	    8
	Chapter 8: Physician’s public duties and responsibilities

Use the Check Your Progress and the Review Questions in the text to facilitate your learning.  

Forum # 5 ( Chapter 8 )



	11
	11/20
	    9
	Chapter 9: Workplace legalities

Use the Check Your Progress and the Review Questions in the text to facilitate your learning.  

Complete Chapter 8 and 9 case studies by 11/24


	12
	11/27
	    10
	Chapter 10: Beginning of life and childhood
Use the Check Your Progress and the Review Questions in the text to facilitate your learning.  

Complete Chapter 10 and 11 case studies by 12/8


	13
	12/04
	    11
	Chapter 11: Death and dying
Use the Check Your Progress and the Review Questions in the text to facilitate your learning.  

Forum # 6 (Chapter 10 and 11)



	14
	12/11
	    12
	Chapter 12: Ethics for health care practitioners
Use the Check Your Progress and the Review Questions in the text to facilitate your learning.  



	15
	12/18
	
	Final Exam- Chapters  8, 9, 10, 11, 12


