PHYS 241-5 Laboratory

9:05 AM to 11:05 AM Fridays

Spring semester, 2012

Instructor: Dr. Cattell

Office:  W4-33


Everyone enrolled in Physics 241 is required to be registered for a section of the Physics 241 laboratory, which meets once a week. The schedule of laboratory experiments will be given to you on a separate page.


You should have a copy of the Physics Laboratory Instructions, Volume II. You should read the Purpose and Theory sections of the instructions for the experiment that you are going to do before coming to the lab.

Attendance


Sign the sheet attached to the front laboratory table when you first enter the lab. Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each laboratory period. You should arrive by the scheduled starting time when attendance is taken. After the attendance is taken, the nature of the experiment and use of the equipment is discussed. Special instructions may also be given at this time. It is important that you do not come in late.

Missed Labs


If you miss a laboratory session you are required to make it up. See Mr. Walton in W4-23B to make an appointment. If you do not make up a missed laboratory session, your laboratory report grade for that session will be a zero. Note that the deadline for handing in a laboratory report is the same regardless of whether or not the experiment is made up (see below). You are permitted a maximum of two make-up labs.
Laboratory Reports


Laboratory reports are due one week after the class does the experiment. For example, the laboratory report for the lab scheduled on Friday, January 20, is due at the beginning of the laboratory session on Friday, January 27.


Laboratory reports are graded on a scale from 0 to 10. Usually, each report will be returned one week after it is turned in. Note that your lab report average must be at least 60 points out of 100 to pass the course.

You must follow the Laboratory Report Format, which will be handed out to you. In particular, make sure you follow the order of sections specified in the Laboratory Report Format.


State the Purpose of the experiment using your own words. The Procedure section may just refer to the procedure as listed in Volume II of the Physics Laboratory Instructions. Give a reference to the lab manual as you would in a bibliography. Any deviations from the procedure, however, must be explained.


The Purpose, Procedure, Answers to Questions and Analysis and Discussion sections must be typed using a word processor. (Among these sections, each one that is untyped will have ¼ point deducted.) If any of these sections require diagrams, special symbols or formulas you must create these on a computer. You may type the Calculations section as well, if you wish. (Note that to type equations and calculations in a word processor you should use an equation editor. Your instructor can show you how to do this using Microsoft Word. Example: 
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Late Reports


1-7 days late: 1 point deducted (for example, a report which would have had a grade of 8 becomes a 7.)


8-14 days late: 2 points deducted. After 14 days the report will not be accepted; it counts as a zero.
You are permitted a maximum of three late lab reports.
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