PHYSICS LABORATORY REPORT FORMAT
Title Page:
Use the form provided.

Purpose:
A statement of the general physical principle being studied and any particular results to be obtained.

Procedure:
A paragraph that briefly describes the apparatus, how it was used to obtain the measurements given in your lab report and how the data will be used to verify the theory. Include a formal reference to the procedure section of the original laboratory instructions and state here any deviations from that procedure.

Data Sheets:
Use the laboratory data sheet provided unless otherwise directed by the laboratory instructor. The data sheet normally includes experimental data, the principal numerical results, and the percent error.

Graphs and Diagrams:
(If any)

Calculations:
Show calculations in a neat, orderly outlined form.


Show formulas, substitutions, and results; but do not include the details of longhand multiplication and division. Where the same types of calculations are repeated many times, only sample calculations need be included in the report.

Answers to Questions:
Answer all questions in complete, grammatically correct sentences.

Analysis and Discussion of Results:     All paragraphs must be double spaced.     


Discuss the accuracy of results obtained. Identify possible sources of error. Discuss the experimental results in relation to accepted principles; were these theories verified by the experiment?


Discuss results obtained with respect to the stated purpose of the experiment. Do you have any recommendations for modifications in the equipment or procedure?

Notes:

1.  Assemble report using a staple in the upper left corner.

2.  Lab partners may work together on calculation, graphs, and diagrams. Photocopies of these items are not permissible unless stated otherwise by the laboratory instructor. Each individual must turn in a complete report. No student should copy data from anyone who is not his or her lab partner.

3.  Each student should write the verbal portions of the report in their own words. Students should not copy these portions of the report from their lab partner or anyone else.

PHYSICS LABORATORY REGULATIONS
1.  No smoking and no consumption of food or beverages is permitted in the physics laboratory.

2.  Every student taking a physics course with a laboratory is required to attend the laboratory. No student may turn in a laboratory report based on laboratory data taken at a laboratory session from which he or she was absent. Before leaving the student should have the laboratory instructor sign the data sheet as proof that the student attended the laboratory.

3.  No student may leave before the end of the period unless: (a) the student has taken all necessary experimental data, (b) the student has completed all calculations called for by the laboratory instructor and (c) the student has allowed laboratory partners to copy down any experimental data they need from the student’s data sheet.

4.  A laboratory report is required for each experiment in accordance with the format specified on the other side of this paper, unless otherwise directed by the laboratory instructor. The laboratory report is due at the beginning of the laboratory period a week after the experiment was originally scheduled. The instructor is expected to return graded laboratory reports at the laboratory period one week after the due date for those reports received on time.

5.  There is a two-week time limit for turning in laboratory reports after the due date. No laboratory reports will be accepted after this two-week time limit. The laboratory instructor determines late penalties.

6.  A student who is absent from the laboratory for an excusable reason should perform the experiment as soon as possible at a makeup lab period. See the instructional aide or lab assistant to make an appointment. No more than two makeup labs are permitted. The student should sign the data sheet and ask the instructional aide or lab assistant to sign the data sheet after all experimental data is filled in. In the case of an excusable absence, the report is due one week after the original scheduled date of the experiment, but the laboratory instructor may grant extension under exceptional circumstances.

7.  A student who does not have a grade of at least 60% in the laboratory component of a Physics or Engineering course shall be assigned an F grade, even if the student's overall average is passing.
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