
Abstract: In lecture-driven courses, it can be difficult to implement a pedagogically worthwhile group activity.  What wikis do best is allow students to collaborate easily on group projects.
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I’ll be the first to admit it.  I am an inveterate technophile.  Hardware, software, digital gadgets, YouTube videos, podcasts, MySpace, Flickr, I love it all.  In recent years we’ve all heard about the amazing and wonderful ways in which new technologies can help make us better educators, and help our students to learn more effectively.  Many of these cool tools, however, fail to deliver real innovation or change in the classroom after the initial “Ooo, wow!” effect.

Certainly the change to digital slides in my art history classes has made acquiring and showing images infinitely easier.  But my students and I still look at pictures projected on the wall of a darkened classroom, just as we did when I used optical slides in a carousel. It’s now much easier to find and screen a video about painting methods on YouTube, but the pedagogical effect is the same as when I pop an ancient tape into the VCR in the classroom podium.

One new cool tool that really has changed things for my students and for my class is the wiki.  As instructors, we are all aware of Wikipedia (for better or worse!), which is one of the most famous wikis.  A wiki is basically a publicly edited website, where many people may contribute to the content of the site.  There are numerous wikis (I like to use pbwiki.com) on the internet that allow users to create and edit sites to suit their needs.  Uploading and editing content is no more difficult than working with a Word® document, and access can be restricted to those who have a password.

What the wiki does best is allow my students to collaborate easily on a group project.  Numerous studies have shown that students learn and retain material more successfully when they work in collaborative groups (see http://teaching.berkeley.edu/bgd/collaborative.html for a list of studies and additional resources on collaborative learning).  Yet in a traditionally lecture-driven introductory course it can be difficult to implement a pedagogically worthwhile group activity.  

Wikis have allowed me to do just that, however.  For the last several semesters, I’ve divided my classes into small groups, and assigned each group to create a study guide for material that will appear on the midterm exam.  Each group works on a different chapter, digesting and summarizing the information from the textbook and from lectures.  The group members post their material to the wiki, organizing and designing the content themselves.  Because the wiki is online live, students may edit from any computer at any time; this is a distinct advantage for our busy students.  Working on the wiki project not only helps the participants in each group understand their topic better, but the entire class benefits as well.  Because the wikis are online, anyone may browse to the site; members of the other groups can use their classmates’ wikis to help them study for the midterm.

I have also used wikis for students to turn in assignments that I want to review in class. Students post their assignments to the homework wiki, and I am able to call up the website on the classroom computer so we may review and discuss the students’ submissions.  This provides another way in which students may learn from each other, rather than always listening passively to my lectures.

It’s my hope that the use of new technology will help my students to become more engaged with art history.  Wikis have allowed my students to become more active learners as they employ this new tool to learn from each other in a collaborative environment.
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Welcome to the World of Renaissance Art!
Here you will be able to leamn about art that has influsnced the works of many inspired artists throughout
history.
Sorme of the painted art mentioned are noted for the techniques, choice of color, illusionistic

perspective, precise order, great intellect and rationality combined together that resulted in beautifully painted |
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My art history students collaborate on wiki sites that they and their classmates can use to study for exams.
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