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From Richard Keiser and Linda Fellag
Departmental Debate About Exit Criteria 

For English 098
Beginning at the December 4 Department plenary meeting, the faculty began a Department-wide discussion of whether to have mandatory exit exams for English 098.  The proposal to institute exit exams originated with Julie Odell and grew out of discussions within the Department’s Executive Committee (i.e., Linda Fellag, Richard Keiser, Lyn Buchheit, Carmine Esposito, Julie Odell, Dianne Perkins, Kirsten Quinn).  The December 4 discussion is summarized in the draft minutes of that meeting, already circulated on the Department listserv.
Additionally, there is a message board established by Julie Odell to facilitate faculty exchanges about the whole issue.  Note that Julie has modified her original proposal to a portfolio assessment rather than a single exam.  The grade decisions would be made in small groups of faculty.  In order to access this discussion, 
click on 
groups
 at the top of your e-mail home page, 
then click on  Developmental English
then look under  Message Board Topics, and click on  ● Exit Exams .
Interesting comments by various Department members may be found there, and the thread of discussions is graphically displayed on the screen.   Additionally, there have been three hard-copy commentaries (from Neil Wells, Doug Buchholz and Gina MacKenzie) in your mailbox about the issue.
 The whole matter will be revisited at the January 2008 Department Meeting during In-Service Week, and bear in mind that all Department Meetings that week will be on Wednesday, not Tuesday. (

Parity Task Force Seeks Volunteers
        The Parity Task Force, co-chaired by Linda Powell (Biology) and Heidi Braunschweig (Behavioral Science), has been formed to study parity in educational opportunities for people of varied social and economic backgrounds—the goal being to work towards the greatest possible equality of educational access.  The Task Force currently has about 15 faculty participating in their retention study, and so far Norman Cohen and Paula White have volunteered from our Department, but the Task Force would like to see still more English faculty involved.  In order to volunteer, you must be teaching two sections of the same course, which must be one of the gatekeeper courses: 098, 099, 101, 102 or 108.   Anybody interested should contact Linda Powell or Heidi Braunschweig; also, please let either Linda Fellag or Richard Keiser know. (
Department Members’ Professional Doings
Larry Bailis retires this month after nearly 30 years at the College, and we wish him the very best in his new phase of life. During spring semester, keep an eye out for the announcement of a Department party honoring the latest group of our retirees.  Also, beginning in January, Paul McGarvey and Ann Silverman will be taking the half-time option.  

Ned Bachus delivered the keynote address at the Spring 2007 Phi Theta Kappa induction ceremony at the College.  [The editors apologize for having omitted this from a previous News and Notes.]  Ned’s story, “The Interpreter”, was published in the 2007 issue of the The Evansville Review.
Don Scott is serving on the Board organized by City Councilman Jim Kenney to memorialize the 19th century black activist, Octavius V. Catto, who was assassinated in Philadelphia in 1871 while advocating for black rights.   The Board’s primary goal is to erect a statue of Catto near City Hall, a project that is being partially funded by the Union League and other entities.   In October, Don and Jackie Wiggins attendedthe dedication of a new headstone for Catto, who is buried in Eden Cemetery in Delaware County.

The English Department’s Judith Stark Contest was judged this fall by Leslye Friedberg, Shawne Johnson and Dianna Russell.  The winners—Kristen Rial, David Schu, Martin Wiley, Nneka Fulton and Marion Mitchell—read their work at a very pleasant afternoon reception in the
Coffeehouse on Nov. 28.  Incidentally, four of the winners are former students of Ari Bank.
Alex Bove’s new course, English 265 (Science Fiction), has been approved by the Deans’ Council.  It will be offered for the first time in the fall 2008 semester.  Congratulations to Alex and toCindy Giddle, the course facilitator.  
Nate House, in his first semester with us, is the new editor of  Academically Speaking, the publication which provides information about what is going on in the Academic Affairs area.  The Fall 2007 issue focuses on “some of the research experiences that CCP faculty are using to engage students in learning and to enhance student outcomes.” 

Linda Fellag and Donald Bowers (Beha-vioral Science) are co-chairing the Search Committee for the new Assistant Dean of Liberal Studies.  The Committee is currently reviewing applications and anticipates interviewing candidates in January or February.  [The arrival of the new Assistant Dean will entail a move of our Department’s staff-ordered books to a different location; stay tuned for details about this.]   (

Same-Sex Intradepartmental

Marriage?
        One of our Department members noted the omission of same-sex couples from the list of intradepartmental marriages.  The editors are fully open to including same-sex couples, but at the moment there aren’t any that we are aware of.  If we have overlooked anybody, please let us know; we promise not to publish without permission.  (  
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