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Department Milestones: Departures and Arrivals
          The English Department is currently undergoing a major transformation.  This fall has seen 2 full-time and 38 part-time faculty hired; there are also 9 Visiting Lecturers, all of whom were previously VLs or part-timers.  For spring 2008, there will be at least one additional full-time faculty hire.  
At the other end of the spectrum, 3 of our colleagues retired as of August.   For this fall, 3 full-time faculty have moved to half-time status while at least one additional full-timer will go to half-time in January.  Here is the latest list:

New Full-Time Faculty (3) :

Nate House, Pat Kelly, Frank Fritz (for January).  

Visiting Lecturers (9) :
Charles Riordan, Nick Salvatore, Barry George, Jackie Wiggins, Mark Kimmelman,
Bob Simonson, Gerald Nwankwo, Stasia Zabski, Shirley Kenig.
New Part-Time Faculty (38) :

Kerry Arnold, Danielle Bergez, Shirley Birch-Green, David Blyweiss, Bonnie Boothroyd, Maryanne Bowers, Beth Brooks, Toni Calvello, Elizabeth Catanese, Matt Driscoll, 
Will Esposito, Susan Freedman, Janet-Lynn Garrabrant, Anne Marie Garth, 
Lucia Gbaya-Kanga, Jane Gee, Melissa Glenn-Fleming, Keith Green, Donna Hill, 
Zen Iwasiw, Stephen Kay, Dana Kerrigan, Mark Klimo, Carol LaBelle, Jeff Lee, 
Gerry Malek, Rosemary McAndrew, Bonnie McDairmant, Joseph McGovern, 
Judy McKeon, Andrea Mings, Nick Moudry, Jane O’Donnell, Nick Peterson, 
Lou Pinkett, Lynne Ratliff, Don Rutberg, Jennie Smith.
Retirees as of August 2007 :

Bill Askins, Ken Martin, Gloria Ware.

Full-time faculty moving to half-time as of September 2007 :

Judy Engle (currently on medical leave), Judy Richards, Ed Shaffer.
Full-time faculty moving to half-time in January 2008 :
Ann Silverman.

Note that some of our newly-hired part-timers are not really “new”:  Carol LaBelle has come out of retirement to cover a course, luckily for us.  Rosemary McAndrew, a full-time Library faculty member, has joined our Department part-time.  Gerry Malek is a part-time Learning Lab specialist who has now come into our Department.  Jeff Lee, a former full-time faculty member who resigned, has now rejoined us part-time.  Lastly, Lucia Gbaya-Kanga and Judy McKeon are both former part-time instructors who have returned to us after a hiatus. (
Thanks to the Mentors
        The Department has revived the system of mentors for new hires, a system which had temporarily gone into abeyance  because of the lack of new hires from outside the College.  This fall, of course, has changed that pattern. 
        The mentoring system is flexible and may involve only casual help or more intense involvement, depending on the wishes of the newly arrived colleague.
        Thanks to those who have volunteered to mentor new colleagues. 

Here are the current mentors:
Amy Anu-Birge

Ned Bachus

Alex Bove

Doug Buchholz
Mary Conway

Ellie Cunningham

Olga Dugan

Alan Elyshevitz

Linda Fellag

Grace Flisser

Pat Gregory

Mary Griffin
Frank Hoffman

John Joyce

Richard Keiser

Patricia Kelly [also a new hire !]
Joe Kenyon
Carol Kreitchet

Bronwyn Lepore

Gina MacKenzie

Maddy Marcotte

Paul McGarvey

Melanie Morningstar
Cheryl Nelson

Judy Richards

Luke Russell

Bob Simonson

Doug Swauger

Aerie Webb

Neil Wells

Francie Woodford 
(
Ramayana Workshop 

By Fay Beauchamp
       Last May, 35 CCP faculty participated in a four-day “Ramayana Workshop”, featuring two renowned scholars from University of  California-Berkeley: Robert P. Goldman and Sally Sutherland Goldman.  This faculty development project was supported by the University of Pennsylvania South Asia Title VI National Resource Center and by our own Liberal Studies Division.  Lakshmi Gudipati helped to prepare faculty for the workshop by discussing her  teaching materials from Humanities 101, Pairat Sethbhakdi made a presentation on “The Ramayana: Performance and Kingship  in Thailand, Past and Present," and Joe Kenyon also helped to reach out to the many faculty preparing for the meetings.
       The workshop led to an understanding of why the Ramayana has had a continuous strong influence on the religious, cultural and political life of South and Southeast since the 6th Century Sanskrit text ascribed to the poet Valmiki.  Robert Goldman is the foremost Sanskrit scholar translating the multi-volume imaginative poem;  Sally Sutherland Goldman’s interest in gender studies helped us to understand why the relationship between Rama and Sita is endlessly retold, revised, and debated, both in Hindu and secular contexts.

       One goal of the workshop was to demonstrate how a seminal text can be taught in interdisciplinary contexts both for the 25 faculty who now teach Hum 101 and for newer faculty who want to begin teaching the course.  Most faculty who attended were from English, but others represented anthropology, art, foreign languages, history, and religion.  The overall project was coordinated by Fay Beauchamp as Humanities Coordinator for the Liberal Studies Division. (
Department Members’ Professional Doings
Grace Flisser and Anette Onema have been coordinating arrangements for the upcoming Two-Year College Association (TYCA) Regional Conference, to be held at the Sheraton Center City Hotel on October 18-20.  People who still need to register can to go to

www.tyca-northeast.org.

Faculty can register either for the entire Conference or just for an individual day.  The hotel is only a few blocks south of CCP, and the Conference includes many interesting events.  This is an opportunity to support a professional organization which promotes writing instruction at two-year colleges and to participate in wonderful forum for intellectual debate.  TYCA is affiliated with the National Council for Teachers of English (NCTE). (
Prompted by the TYCA Conference arrangements, Richard will begin keeping the latest issues of two professional journals, College Composition and Communication and Teaching English in the Two-Year College, in his office for faculty members to peruse.  Anyone is welcome to sign them out and return them. (

At the English Department’s New Hires Conference and Orientation on Saturday, September 29, Julie Odell and Dianne Perkins each led an excellent workshop introducing our new colleagues to the ins and outs of our various courses and procedures.  Dianne dealt with the college-level writing courses while Julie covered developmental writing and reading.  Earlier in the day Simone Zelitch introduced the Teaching Circles to colleagues who were not yet aware of them, and she distributed a helpful handout about them.  In a lighter vein, Leslye Friedberg plus three students 
from the CAP Literary Magazine staged a

hilarious skit which highlighted the value 
of the magazine and of the CAP program generally. (
Pat DeBrady, a veteran part-time member of our Department, led an interactive workshop, “Reading for Comprehension”, on Saturday, September 22 at the Northwest Regional Center.  Her session was part of an all-day symposium,  Discovering Your Potential: Survival Skills for the Adult Learner.  Cosponsored by the Women’s Center and the NWRC, the event was targeted for students aged 25 and above. (
The 2007 issue of Limited Editions was launched at a campus party on September 12, where student photographers and writers unveiled their photographs and read excerpts from their work.  Julie Odell has put in much time and energy as the faculty advisor of Limited Editions. (
Leslye Friedberg and Anne Marie Keenan participated as panelists during the August Professional Development Week at a workshop on “Promising Practices—Universal Design for Instruction (UDI)”.  Leslye’s and Anne Marie’s methods, strategies and material for teaching writing were valuable examples of the concept of UDI and how it can be applied to a wide range of disciplines. (
Barry George, Visiting Lecturer and long-term part-time instructor in the English
Department and in the Learning Lab, is currently pursuing a Master of Fine Arts degree program in Creative Writing at Spalding University.  Barry already holds a law degree. (
Placement, Diagnosis and Double-Promotion
       Faculty who are teaching writing courses should remember that assigning a diagnostic in-class essay during the first or second class is a crucial way of double-checking the students’ placement.  The great majority of the time students are correctly placed, but occasionally there is a problem:  Either a student was passed on who shouldn’t have been, or a student was short-changed on the placement exam because s/he was not working up to full potential that day.   These mistakes can be remedied quickly if discovered during the drop-add period.

         Later on, if a student’s work indicates that s/he should be double-promoted (i.e., should skip a level), the student may pursue independent study with the instructor.  See Richard or Linda if you do not have the protocols for double-promotions.  
       Instructors who want a student to skip a level must identify the candidate by the sixth week of the semester.  Then at the end of the term, if the instructor still favors a double-promotion, the student’s portfolio should be submitted to Richard or Linda, along with a list of the assignments and the syllabus followed.  The portfolio is then evaluated by three readers, who will normally include the relevant Assistant Department Chairs.  The double-promotion is not usually recommended unless the student attains a grade of B or better in the independent study. (
Keeping in Touch 

with Absent Colleagues

This fall sees two of our colleagues out on medical leave.  Judy Engle is at home now, but we hope to see her back on campus in the spring term.  Meanwhile, Judy would much appreciate your e-mails or phone calls.  Pat del Río continues to be absent on a longer term medical leave, but she is making notable progress.  While she does not plan to return in January, we do hope to have her back at a later point.  She paid a surprise visit to BR-21 in the late summer, and it was a delight to see her. 

Also, a third colleague, Anne Marie Garth, is temporarily hospitalized, but we anticipate her return a little later this semester.  Anne Marie is one of our new part-time faculty hires, so we hope her first semester here does not prove too stressful, and we wish her a smooth recovery. (
And Yet Another Married Couple…

      On Sunday, October 7, yet another English Department couple will be joined in matrimony as Ari Bank and Kirsten Quinn exchange vows.  This will bring the total number of intradepartmental couples to five.  (Maybe it’s something in the water here?)  The existing ones are Karen Schermerhorn and Evan Seymour, Doug Buchholz and Simone Zelitch, Patricia Valdez and Neil Wells, and Mary Conway and Nate House.  

       Fortunately for all concerned, same-department marriage has not become a public controversy.  Note that, out of tact,  temporary or informal relationships will not be covered in this publication. (  
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