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Congratulations, Mini-Grant Winners!
Three English Department faculty members – Cindy Giddle, John Joyce, and Michelle Sun – have garnered mini-grants from the College.
Faculty-Student Travel to Turkey
   Cindy and John will travel with two students to Turkey in late May or early June.  Their grant will allow the students to participate in planning and to accompany them on a one-week site visit to Istanbul for both educational purposes and the development of a Study Abroad program. 

     While in Istanbul, the group will visit important Byzantine and Ottoman sites, including Hagia Sophia and the Blue Mosque, and participate in a variety of activities and experiences that draw on the religious, artistic, historical and musical traditions of Turkey.  Materials from this visit will be disseminated to College faculty.


“Involving students directly in the

planning of a Study Abroad program in Turkey reflects a desire to create a more student-centered culture,” Cindy and John 
wrote. “By valuing their input, the project will treat students as collaborators who directly participate in the decision-making process that guides programming at the College.”  

The students will be selected from HUM 170 by a faculty committee. 
Asian Studies Program


Michelle’s grant will allow her to attend a three-week Asian Studies Development Program in Hawaii and Korea.  She will participate in one week of lectures on Korean culture and history at the University of Hawaii and the East-West Center in Honolulu. During the two weeks of field study in Seoul, there will be daily seminars on the historical, political and cultural importance of Seoul and other cultural sites.

“I will integrate a module about Korean culture into my English 098/099 course in Fall 2007 and give a talk in the Teaching Center in Spring 2008. I will work with the Student Life Office to present ‘The Korean Expo at CCP’ to generate intellectual discussions about this country through guest speaker(s) and other events such as movie appreciation or Korean cultural performances,” Michelle wrote. 

Michelle is also awaiting news about a  Korean Institute grant for the study trip. (

We’re Back on Track…


We’re readjusting to life at work after the strike, but schedule issues remain.  We know you’ll be flexible with students who have end-of-term schedule difficulties.  

      The Spring term is now extended to May 10, with finals from May 11-17.  A tight window for turning in grades – May 18-19 – will give registration staff time to input grades before Summer I, beginning May 29.  
      Last week, Judy Gay said 10-15 minutes will be added to summer classes to make up for lost time and to accommodate 6-week terms.   Check for the most updated revised dates for summer at http://www.ccp.edu/MyCCP/StudentAffairs/RevisedSpringSchedule/FAQ.htm .  (

     The Faculty and Staff Federation listserv was the venue for a recent discussion of administrative “policing” of final exams.  Faculty are concerned that administrators have collected lists of faculty who do not deliver final exam at the scheduled times.  In Liberal Studies, such a list exists, but faculty can ensure that they comply with contractual duties – and keep their names off the “delinquent” lists – by filing a record of alternative 15th week activities.

     In fact, it has been our practice in CAP and ESL classes in our department to hold final exams in Week 14 and student-teacher conferences in Week 15.     

     This is fine, but each of you still needs to
fill in a 15th Week Plan (in your boxes this
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Food Fight!

Maybe you thought that a food fight referred to the sort of events in Animal House.  Not at all.  In our academic setting, the context is far more sophisticated.  


By way of background, thanks go to Leslye Friedberg for her one-woman efforts to transform the mailroom next to BR-21 
into the Lounge for our Department.  With flowers and candy, Leslye has brought a whole new feel to that room this semester.


Then at the contract ratification meeting 

on Monday night, March 26, Leslye suggested that a good welcome back for the faculty was to have some celebratory food in the Lounge.  And thanks to Leslye, Linda, and Alex Bove, there were some impressive food offerings on Tuesday.  (And by the
week), and turn it in to Linda or Richard.  We will duly pass on your names to  

Academic Affairs, stating that you are providing 15th week activities that are sanctioned by the English Department.

      Meanwhile, Academic Affairs staffers will be checking rooms on main campus, and site supervisors will do the same at regional centers and off-campus sites, at the assigned final exams times.  Getting your 15th week form in will keep you off the “delinquent” list.   
     Please feel free to stop by and talk about this with Linda or Richard if you have questions.  (
way, Leslye is responsible for the pretty chalk signs outside the various buildings welcoming students back.)

     Unfortunately, later that same day the gastronomic boom was lowered by Sharon Thompson:  No more food in the Lounge because food and drink are not allowed at the computers.  Flaws in this logic are conspicuous:  BR-21 has had food out for a long time, the baked goods from Kathy Smith being especially impressive, and that food is closer to computers than is the food in the Lounge.   

Admittedly, Sharon pointed out in January that we the English Department, despite our gargantuan size, do not own the Lounge.  Actually, it’s called an “access center,” and belongs to Academic Computing.  Arnold DiBlasi has responded by placing a policies sign on the door.  

     
In other words, now that we’re back at work, the soap opera resumes.  Stay tuned for any further developments. (

   The 60% Rule on Drops  


There has been a widespread misper-ception among faculty that students risk their future financial aid if they withdraw from all their courses before the 10th week of the term.  In fact, the rule is 60%, not 10 weeks, and the 60% is calculated on calendar days rather than classroom sessions.  A student’s total withdrawal before the 60% point also has financial implications for the College.  At least one important mistake has already been made because of this confusion.  We will ask the Financial Aid Office to put out regular memos specifying which dates each semester are safe for students to drop all their courses.


Until such memos appear, we suggest that you not drop any students until a few days before the final date to withdraw without getting an F. (

Active Voice Is Back

     Bill McCardell and Maddy Marcotte have volunteered to co-edit the English Department newsletter, Active Voice.  
      For their first issue, Bill is planning to create a best-of-the-best “commemorative” edition of the newsletter.  He’ll glean the best articles from past issues to give newer faculty an introduction to the Active Voice. Bill hopes to get this issue out by the end of the semester.

     His notice to the faculty invites the submission of “articles, essays, investigative reports (disingenuous or otherwise), tabloid gossip, musings, rubbings, jokes, political cartoons, short short stories, poems, drawings, photographs, personals ads, letters to the editor.”
      That seems to cover the gamut nicely.  Submit any articles to either Bill or Maddy.  And a big thank you to both of them.  (
A Special Thank You

The 2006-2007 Hiring Committee deserves a special ‘thank you’ from the Department for service.


Chair Amy Birge and committee members Ari Bank, Suzanne Lang, Bronwyn Lepore, Kalala Kabongo-Mianda, Kirsten Quinn, and Paula White toiled throughout the Fall term and the early Spring, reading CVs, scheduling and conducting interviews, and coming up with a list of finalists for the projected 8-10 full-time positions in Fall 2007.  They spent their Saturdays and Sundays in February interviewing candidates.

We sincerely thank them for their service, and encourage others to participate in the 2007-2008 Hiring Committee. (

Engl 285 is official!

     We have a new course!  Congratulations to Kelly McQuain and other course writers on the new English 285  Portfolio Development course, approved by the Dean’s Council on Feb. 28.

     Engl 285 will serve as the capstone course for the Creative Writing Certificate program.  Kelly, Simone Zelitch, Alex Bove, and Linda Fellag presented the course at the deans’ meeting.
     The first section should appear in Spring 2008.  (

Congrats to Vijay Chauhan

     Congratulations to Vijay Chauhan on the publication of her short story “Distances” in the anthology Family Reflections:  The Contemporary American Family in the Arts, edited by Carmen Flys Junquera and Maurice Lee, published by the University of Alcalá Press (2007).  Some you may have already read “Distances” in Vijay’s book Pomegranate Dreams.
Final Exam Policing and 15th Week Activities
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