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From Richard Keiser and Linda Fellag
Rufus Caleb Wins Prestigious Pew Fellowship
Rufus Caleb has been selected to receive a 2008 Pew Fellowship in the Arts, for Playwriting.  In her letter to Caleb, program director Melissa Franklin wrote, " Your work was first reviewed and found to be exemplary by a distinguished panel of individuals in your field...then was moved forward for review by this year's interdisciplinary panel....  This honor reflects both your distinction within the discipline-specific pool and the collective judgment of the interdisciplinary panelists."  The Fellowship is generous enough financially to allow Rufus to spend the 2009-2010 academic year writing.

 

He is the second English Department member to receive a Pew, for in the recent past Elaine Terranova received her Pew Fellowship for poetry.  In light of these successes, and given how rich the English Department is in seriously-talented writers, the Department should assume that Pew is far from done with us. (
*                                          *                                                *                                             *
New Faculty Hires for Fall 2008

The English Department has hired seven new tenure-track full-time faculty along with 22 new part-time faculty (the latter figure as of August 29) for the fall 2008 semester.  In addition, there are two Visiting Lecturers and one Minority Fellow.  The list is as follows:

Full-time:  Luba Borochok (Generalist), Rosemary McAndrew (Generalist), Marianne Mielke (ESL), Myla Morris (Generalist), Craig Strimel (Speech), Tara Timberman (Generalist) and Nichole Webster (Generalist).  
Luba, Rosemary, Marianne and Nichole were previously part-time in the English
Department while Myla, Craig and Tara bring in entirely new blood.  Rosemary was
also previously a full-time Library faculty member.
Visiting Lecturers:  Barry George and Nick Salvatore.  Both are veteran part-timers. 

Part-time:   Mary Allen, Stacey Artman, Ashley Brenner (ESL), Clare Coleman, Wendy Hedrick, David Hodges (ESL), Roi Greene, Chris Hunter, Patricia Kerner, Amy Lewis, Lia McCoskey, Dennis Millan, James Miller, Ellen Murphey, Frances Nunez (ESL), Elizabeth Pearson, Jennifer Schnabel, Vaishali Sharma, Stephanie Scordia, Seth Steinbacher, Matt Switliski, Domenica Vilhotti, and Amber Bratton Williams. 

Vaishali Sharma is also a full-time Administrator for Distance Education.
Paul McGarvey, who retired in August, has returned to teach part-time.

Minority Fellow:  Kidane Yohannes.  (

Gold Star Syllabi for the 2007-08 Academic Year
Dianne Perkins, the outgoing Asssistant Department Chair for College Writing, has designated the following syllabi as Gold Star Syllabi for 2007-08.
English 101:  Suzanne Lang, Faith Watson and Joe Kenyon.

English 101/108:  Elizabeth Catanese (honorable mention).

English 102:  Cindy Giddle, Carol Kalos, Joe Kenyon, Michael Loughran, Maria Mollinedo.

English 102 (Distance):  Kathleen Murphey

Dianne has published an annotated list of the syllabi which is available to the Department.  Congratulations to the colleagues named! (   
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A Summer of Marriages

This past summer has seen no fewer than five marriages in the Department (not intradepartmental marriages, this time). 
●Lyn Buchheit to Shaun O’Malley, June 1. 
●Elizabeth Cantafio to Allison Parks,

      August 8 (yes, that’s 08.08.08).
●Maddy Marcotte to James Rolston, 
      August 16.  
●Julie Odell to Tony Knighton, August 30. 

●Craig Strimel to Maggie Janes, June 28. 
 
The one name change resulting from these joyous events is that Maddy is now  Rolston.

Incidentally, Elizabeth has made the cogent observation that, having been “handfasted” to her same-sex partner, she and Alison now wait for 1138 rights of marriage currently afforded only to heterosexual couples.  (

Reminder to Faculty who Are Planning for Retirement 


Karen Schermerhorn and John Braxton, Co-Presidents of the Faculty and Staff Federation, recently sent out an important letter to all faculty warning about serious financial consequences regarding medical benefits if they are on Medicare.  


For full-time faculty, it is far wiser to take the half-time pre-retirement option than to retire and then teach as a part-time faculty member.  The reason is that, once someone is on Medicare, the Administration is not allowed legally to contribute money towards the part-time health plan.  For part-time faculty, it is necessary to stay on the College’s health plan rather than to take Medicare, even though the latter would be less expensive.

Note that the fault for this craziness does not rest with H.R. or anywhere else in the Administration.  Rather, is the result of federal law designed to discourage people from getting onto Medicare; no employer is allowed to provide financial incentives for employees to participate in Medicare.  


Fortunately, these rules are being applied only to future retirees, not to current ones. (
[image: image2.png]



Full-Time Colleagues on the Half-Time Option
A growing number of English Department full-time faculty  are choosing to teach a half-time load under a contractual pre-retirement option which gives an Employee half salary but full benefits.

Available to any permanent full-time faculty who are at least 55 years old and has at least seven years service (including Visiting Lecturer years but excluding part-time service), the option is set forth in  Article VIII, Section F of the Full-Time Faculty Contract.  Note that faculty who have taken this option are not eligible for sabbaticals or for long-term disability (LTD).  
Currently there are twelve people in our Department with this status:

Carolyn Birden, Steve Conrad, Sharon Eiferman, Judy Engle, Emilie Harting, Michelle Parks, Susan Peterson, Judy Richards, Evelyn Rosen, Ed Shaffer, Ann Silverman and Alison Tasch.  (

Should We Offer an English Major at CCP? 

Over time a good number of Department members have expressed the wish that  the College offer an English major to our students.  Most recently, Vijay Chauhan has come forward with an offer to develop such a program of study.  Vijay has served on the Curriculum Facilitation Team (CFT) for many years and so is particularly well equipped to prepare and assess such a major.
Given reports that a significant number of our Liberal Studies majors actually transfer into English major programs, an English major at CCP seems justified.  Moreover, the English major might well be a boost to our literature offerings.  One challenge will be to differentiate an English major from the current program of study called Liberal Arts: Humanities Option.
Faculty interested in pursuing this project should contact Vijay at extension 8648 or at vchauhan@ccp.edu  (

Departmental CAP-A Task Force to Be Formed 

The August 27 plenary Department Meeting approved a motion that the Executive Committee to form a Task Force to explore the future of the A-level courses in the College Achievement Partnership (CAP).  During this past summer the upper Administration indicated its firm intention to discontinue the 14-week English 097 and 089 courses after the spring 2009 term.  
Linda and Richard are recommending that the following seven people be on the Task Force:   Anne Francis, Richard Keiser, Carol Kreitchet, Julie Odell, Dianne Perkins, Paul Wright and Mary Yannuzzi.  
A further recommendation is that the following people be consultants to the Task Force:  Elizabeth Cantafio, Ellie Cunningham, Sherie Ernst, Mary Griffin, Jay Howard, Anne Marie Keenan, Joan Monroe, Melanie Morningstar, Girija Nagaswami and Aerie Webb.  This will be voted on at the next Executive Committee Meeting.  (
Department Members’ Professional Doings
Kirsten Quinn is starring in The Widow’s Blind Date, a work by noted playwright  Israel Horowitz.  Playing at the Walnut Street Theatre Studio 3 until September 13, The Widow’s Blind Date is part of the Philly Fringe Festival.  General admission is $20, but discounts are available.

Ari Bank, advisor to the Human Rights Club, reports that the Gun Violence Project has been moving forward and that it should “make a deep and lasting statement” this fall here at the College.  The planned events include a “Peace Bullet”—a message of peace which will be on display for a week in October in the Winnet lobby, a Gun Violence Victims’ Memorial Ceremony in the Freedom Circle adjacent to the Student Life Building, an Anti-Gun Violence Forum, and a fundraising event.  For more information contact Ari at extension 8674 or abank@ccp.edu  
The 2008 Mid-Atlantic College Student Literary Magazine Conference will take place Friday, October 3 at the College.  The event is student-centered and will include panels by student editors/writers and faculty advisors of literary magazines.  Registration is free for CCP faculty and students.  For more information, contact Leslye Friedberg, lfriedberg@ccp.edu
Nichole Webster, a new full-time colleague who has been teaching for us part-time, was featured in a Philadelphia Inquirer article last May on the Gateway to College program.  Writer Rita Giordano gave a vivid and inspiring picture both of Nichole’s classroom activities and her personal background.

A book review by Richard Keiser of David Hardiman’s work, Gandhi in His Time and Ours, will appear in the next issue of the South Asia Review.  Hardiman’s book examines Gandhi’s role during his own era but also his longer-term influence on political and social issues in contemporary India.
Michelle Sun is on educational leave this year to lecture at Tsinghua University in Beijing.
Dianna Russell’s poetry chapbook, Tidal Companions, was selected as a finalist for the Black River Chapbook competition, sponsored by The Adirondack Review and Black Lawrence Press.  
Bob Simonson, a longtime colleague in ESL, is seriously ill and remains out on medical leave.  Because of his part-time status, he is not eligible for long-term disability (LTD) benefits.  Louise Perry is coordinating an effort to raise funds to help Bob and his wife.  People who wish to contribute should write a check to Louise Perry and put “Bob Simonson” in the memo space.  Checks can be given either to the ESL office in B1-1 or the English Department office in BR-21.  Our best wishes to Bob and Grace.
Thanks to an initiative by Ann Silverman, and thanks to Dave Watters’ efforts, a CCP identification card now gets us in free to the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts.  Also, Ann wants us to know that the library in the new Perelman Building of the Philadelphia Museum of Art is open free to the public; just tell the staff that you are headed to the library.
 (continued on next page)
(Department Members’ Professional Doings, continued from previous page)

Ann Silverman has developed a fascinating walking tour for her ESL speaking/listening classes of the areas of Philadelphia affected by the Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1793.  This traumatic event is little-known today but had a drastic effect on the city at the time.  Ann will be happy to share her materials.
Fay Beauchamp is basking in familial success as In the Heights, a book by her daughter-in-law, Quiara Hudes, has won four Tony Awards, including best musical.  Dave Watters has ordered complimentary tickets for a production next semester.  Stay tuned for more information about that.

Annette Onema gave a paper, “Models of Advancement in Community Colleges” at the MLA’s Annual Convention in Chicago last December.  Her presentation was part of a larger session entitled, “Trickle-Down?  Tenure and Promotion in Community and Two-Year Colleges.”
Rosemary McAndrew reports that the estate of Hershel Baron has given a splendidly rich collection of poetry to our College Library.  Check with her for further details.
Melissa Glenn-Fleming runs a business in freelance/contract writing and communication management.   Her primary focus is promoting “organizational productivity for an art-based or educational institution.”  For more information, contact Melissa at mglennf@aol.com   (
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Department Meetings 
for Fall 2008 

Please mark your calendars for this coming semester.  Plenary Department Meetings are on Tuesdays from 2:00 to 4:00 in S2-3.  Hopefully S2-3 won’t be double-booked again, as it was during Professional Development Week.  The renovations to the furniture will challenge faculty members who wish to leave their seats in the middle of a row; preparation through yoga classes is highly recommended.  Meeting dates are as follows:

October 7

November 4

December 2

The area meetings of the Department (held at either 2:00 or 2:30) along with the Assistant Department Chairs, are as follows:  

College Writing—2nd Tuesdays (BR-22)

Lakshmi Gudipati, BR-25H, x8651
Literature/Creative Writing—3rd  Tuesdays (BR-22)

Carmine Esposito, B2-28M, x8761

English as a Second Language—3rd Tuesdays (BR-24)

Lyn Buchheit, BR-47C, x8631

Speech & Theatre—4th Tuesdays (BR-24)

Kirsten Quinn, B2-28J, x8495

Developmental English—4th Tuesdays (BR-30)

Julie Odell, BR-27, x8658

(
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“Green” Campus Expansion and Renovations
For the past several years, plans have been underway to expand and renovate our Main and Northeast Regional Center (NERC) campuses.  Both of these renovations, which begin this fall, are following green building practices.

If you’d like more information, take a look at the photos and descriptions on the Campus Expansion webpage:  www.ccp.edu/2008expansion
You’ll see renderings of the Main Campus expansion and renovation:  the new glass façade of the Bonnell Building and the new Pavilion Building across 17th Street that will house the new cafeteria.

The Bonnell construction will impact the English Department because it includes transformation of the Small Auditorium into a “black box” theater and adds two Theatre classrooms next to the Small Auditorium for our classes in Acting and in Movement and Dance.  English faculty from Communication Arts have provided valuable input into the renovation.  Plans also call for refurbishing the Bonnell basement classrooms used by Theatre classes.
The NERC expansion is quite substantial, constituting a doubling of the building space at the College’s NERC site at 12901 Townsend Road.  English faculty have also contributed ideas to the renovations there.

The Bonnell Building and NERC renovations will both include creation of “one-stop” enrollment services centers which will merge admissions, registration, financial aid, and counseling services.

In both projects, the College is aiming to earn the prestigious Silver LEED certification granted by the U.S. Green Building Council.  LEED stands for Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design.  To earn the Silver rating, a building has to meet a rigorous set of criteria based relating to building practices and products.  Read more about LEED at the Green Building Council’s website: http://www.usgbc.org   (















PAGE  
1

