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From Richard Keiser and Linda Fellag
Weird Things: A Theme for a Freshman Composition Course Taught by Frank Fritz
              At a recent College Writing Meeting, Frank Fritz mentioned a theme which he had used at a previous University for his freshman writing class.  Intrigued by his comments, Richard asked him to write a short piece for this publication.  For those of you who haven’t yet met Frank, he became a full-time faculty member this past January, having previously taught at Ursinus College, the University of Nevada, Reno, and California State University, Long Beach.  His article follows below.

*                             *                              *                             *                                 *
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One day (some years ago now) I was having lunch with a few friends.  One friend, a small town newspaper editor in southern California, was talking about the astrology column his paper had been publishing for years.  Provided by a syndication service, the columns often failed to arrive to meet the publishing deadline.  “So I would just pull out and publish an old column in its place,” he said.  A second friend, a man who wore a crystal on a necklace and had written an article on the Harmonic Convergence, was scandalized.  Wasn’t that deception?  The third friend said, “Isn’t all astrology deception?”

To draw that conclusion requires at the very least a fair assessment of the available evidence.  Years later, when looking for a theme around which to organize my composition course, I decided to design the course to be an inquiry into just those sorts of topics that tended, in my science-enamored mind, to stand beyond legitimate belief.  For the course text I used Theodore Schick’s and Lewis Vaughn’s How to Think About Weird Things: Critical Thinking for A New Age.  A text that would have worked just as well is Why People Believe Weird Things by the publisher of Skeptic Magazine, Michael Shermer.  Each of these texts looks at the nature of critical thinking and how thinking fails and explores various topics of superstition and wishful thinking. 

My role in the course was to teach my students strategies for thinking critically.  For instance, we reviewed an array of logical fallacies such as hasty generalizations, after-the-fact and circular reasoning, and the either-or fallacy.  I also discussed with them the Forer effect, the problems of prototypical thinking, and the differences between correlation and causation.  In my responses to their writing not only did I focus on stylistic and structural concerns of text-making, but also I attempted to reinforce the lessons on fallacious thinking through careful questioning of their arguments and opinions.
(Continued on last page)

Book Launch at CCP for Frank Moore’s “Night Singer” on April 14
by Elaine Terranova
All are invited to a book launch party for Frank Moore’s posthumous collection of poetry, “Night Singer” on Monday, April 14 at 2:30 in the Teaching Center.  The book was put together by Carol Rainey, who went to graduate school with Frank at the University of Cincinnati, and was designed by Chris Myers.

Frank taught at CCP for a dozen years and was Chair of the English Department from 1979 to 1981.  Many of his friends still teach at the College, and some will read favorite poems from the book.  

Moore was a prolific and well-recognized poet who published a chapbook, “The Traveller’s Rest Poems” (1995), named for his Kentucky hometown.  His work appeared in many literary journals, including Pacific Review, Passages North, Slow Dancer and Whetstone.   

Frank left CCP and Philadelphia for health reasons and spent the last fifteen years of his life in Santa Fe.  He was a practicing Buddhist.

The first Frank Moore Prize for a student poem will be awarded this year under the auspices of the CAP Literary Magazine.  (

Schedule for  the Communications Arts Festival
Here is the schedule for the interesting and varied events of this year’s Commmunications Arts Festival, which runs from Monday, April 14 through Friday, April 18.  Faculty are
warmly encouraged to attend and bring their classes.  
All the events take place in BG-10 

except for the Workshop on the Business of Acting, which is in BG-11.
Monday, April 14, 7:00-9:00 p.m.   One Acts from English 132—Acting II class (Kirsten Quinn).  

Tuesday, April 15, 11:15-12:20.  Panel Discussison of the Oratory Styles of Presidential Public Speaking and Debate (Mary Conway and Larry MacKenzie).

            12:45-1:50.  “Primal Scream”.  English 132—Acting II scenes (Ardencie Hall-Karambe).

Wednesday, April 16, 9:05-noon.  Exhibition of English 131—Acting I student work and displays of English 141—Technical Theatre projects (hosted by various instructors).  
           12:00-1:00.  Workshop on the Business of Acting (Kirsten Quinn).
           1:25-2:30.  Panel Discussison of the Oratory Styles of Presidential Public Speaking and Debate (Mary Conway, Larry MacKenzie and others).

           6:00.  An evening of staged readings by student and faculty playwrights (Peggy Mecham and Rufus Caleb).

Thursday, April 17, 9:45-10:50 a.m.  A staged reading of Medea (Ardencie Hall-Karambe).  Performed by English 120—Voice and Articulation students.
           11:15-1:15.  Student Debate (Alex Bove and Alison Tasch).  Followed by Speech program with Awards Ceremony.

Friday, April 18, 11:15-1:15.  Magner-Nichols Competition and Awards Ceremony followed by a reception. (
Party for our Department’s Retirees,
April 15 at 3:30 in The Teaching Center
            The English Department will soon be honoring the seven faculty who have announced their retirement during the past year.   A reception with ample refreshments will be held in the Teaching Center on Tuesday, April 15 at 3:30.  The seven honorees (their departure date in parentheses) are as follows:  
Bill Askins (Aug 2007) 
Gloria Ware (Aug 2007) 
Larry Bailis (Dec 2007)

Patricia del Río (Aug 2008)

David Katz (Aug 2008)

Ely Marquez (Aug 2008) 

Paul McGarvey (Aug 2008).

Spontaneous tributes, humorous or otherwise, will be very welcome.  As with such events in the past, the boundaries of good taste will be somewhat porous. (

English Department Election in Progress
Voting for the Department Heads and for the 2008-2009 Hiring Committee members continues until 5:00 p.m. on April 15 in the mailroom next to BR-21.  Cast your votes! (
Call for Papers:  
Mid-Atlantic College Literary Magazine Conference 
The Mid-Atlantic College Student Literary Magazine Conference will be held at CCP on October 3.  This student-centered conference is designed for college student magazine editors, student writers, artists and faculty advisors.  The conference co-chairs invite proposal abstracts of 250-300 words from students and faculty advisors (group proposals limited to three people).  

For further information, contact Leslye Friedberg (lfriedberg@ccp.edu)

one of the Conference’s Co-Chairs.  (

Evaluation Committee Report 
Our Department’s Evaluation Committee will present a draft proposal of an evaluation plan to our plenary Department Meeting on April 25.  The overall goal of the plan will be to include all of us in departmental evaluations and not target just part-time or untenured faculty.  Also, faculty will be asked to take some step every year to evaluate what they do.  The proposal will come up for a Department vote at the August meeting.

Members of the Committee are Cindy Giddle (Chair), Linda Fellag, Gail Harrington, Mark Kimmelman, Peggy Mecham, Dianna Russell, Bob Simonson, Allison Tasch, and Simone Zelitch. (

Department Members’ Professional Doings
This year’s International Festival has been a great success, and enormous credit goes to our own Pairat Sethbhakdi and to David Prejsnar (History/Philosophy/Religion Department).  On the first day  Paul McGarvey was honored for his lifetime contributions to the Festival.  He and Tom Ott then served as judges for the Recipe Contest (a delicious job).  In the Essay/Poetry Contest, Sharon Eiferman won first prize for the Faculty Category.  Three of our Department members judged the Essay/Poetry Contest:  Ellie Cunningham, Pat Kelly and Ely Marquez.  The fourth judge was Sue-Ellen Liebman (History/Philosophy/ Religion Department).  Incidentally, Pairat also deserves an award for making impressive Hawaiian leis.
Peggy Mecham directed two plays this semester:  The Giant’s Dance by Otis Bigelow and Snapshot, a dramatic anthology.  Her skillful work and the devoted student cast led to much enjoyment for the audience.
Ned Bachus emceed an enjoyable reading in the Teaching Center on April 2 by the Judith Stark Contest winners from fall 2007.  The readers were Marion Mitchell, Nneka Fulton, Martin Wiley and Kristen Rial. 
Steve Jones gave a presentation, “From Writing Words to Writing Essays”, on April 4 at TESOL 2008 in New York City.
Three of our Department members, Karen Schermerhorn, Carol Stein and Jennie Smith, journeyed to Harrisburg on April 1 for Lobby Day.  (They had an excellent reason for missing the Department Meeting and tribute to Dianne Perkins that day, so the Department leadership will excuse them.)  Lobby Day is an annual event, co-sponsored by the Administration and the Federation, to visit our State Legislators and urge them to increase funding for the State’s fifteen Community Colleges.
Carol Stein is the recipient of an NEH fellowship for a Summer Institute in India.  Titled “Past and Present in the Study of India’s History and Culture”, the Institute will be held in Delhi and Simla this coming July.                       
Nick Moudry has received a 2008 literature fellowhip from the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts.  
Theresa Marsh has for several years been composing music to accompany the Psalms, her style ranging from classical to Rhythm and Blues.  On Sunday, April 27 at 3:00 p.m. there will be a concert of her original music at St. Francis de Sales Church, 47th Street and Springfield Avenue.  This event will benefit the restoration and maintenance of the church’s magnificent organ.
David Raskin presented a paper on March 6 at the Philadelphia Loews for the annual Conference of the Society for Cinema and Media Studies.  His paper, “Minimalist Celebrity”, dealt with the intersection of reality television and celebrity gossip magazines.

Suzanne Lang has been selected to participate in the “China Field Study: Focus on Southwest China” that is being funded by the Freeman Foundation and coordinated by the Asian Studies Devleopment Program.  She will be traveling in Hong Kong, Sichuan, and Yunnan from June 3 to 17.

On March 29 Ardencie Hall-Karambe directed Fastasy is an Addiction and Every Addiction Has its Root, a one woman show featuring Philadelphia’s own Nikki Powerhouse.  Held at the African American Museum, the event was in celebration of Women’s Month.
Barry George’s haiku appear in the 2007 Red Moon Anthology of English-Language Haiku.  Also, his work was translated into Romanian and French in Greieri Si Crizanteme, an international anthology published by the Romanian Haiku Society. One of his tanka was a winner in the 2007 Tanka Splendor Contest, sponsored by the journal Lynx.  In addition, he was shortlisted in the recent Turtle Light Press haiku chapbook contest.  He will again be a featured poet at the Robert Frost Poetry Festival this April in Key West.
Lou Pinkett recently received a $1,500 grant from Camden County College under their annual Faculty Fellowship Award competition to prepare a project on the power of classic American film as a pedagogical tool for the teaching of writing in both ESL and mainstream settings.

 (Continued on next page)
(Department Members’ Professional Doings, continued from previous page)
Leslye Friedberg reports that a panel from the CAP Literary Magazine gave a presentation at the Mid-Atlantic Women’s Studies Conference at Penn State Abington.  The Conference was a poets’ roundtable for female College students and focused on the theme of beauty and racial identity.  

The new issue of the CAP Literary Magazine is about to come out, and the publication party is on Wednesday, April 16 from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. in the Winnett Coffeehouse.  Awards will be presented to writers and editors at 1:15, and snacks will be provided all day.  

March 14 saw an all-afternoon Workshop on India in the Teaching Center, and many of our faculty participated in this fascinating afternoon of presentations and discussions about contemporary India, along with delicious Indian food.  Participants were Suzanne Kalbach, Lakshmi Gudipati, Girija Nagaswami, Paul Bolledu, Vijay Chauhan, Suzanne Lang, Carol LaBelle, and Glenn Downs.  
Vijay Chauhan (who writes under the name Vijay Lakshmi) was a featured author at the Jaipur Literature Festival.  Held every January in Jaipur, in Rajasthan, this literary festival is the biggest in India.  Vijay’s own session was titled, “Vijay Lakshmi speaks with Sampurna Chattarji”, the latter being a poet, writer and critic who interviewed Vijay about her writing.
Keith Green gave a paper in the Teaching Center in January:  “Not Just Slavery:  African Americans Write Captivity Narratives, Too”.  His presentation focused on the circumstances of African American captivity other than chattel slavery.  Keith became a part-time faculty member last September and will begin a tenure-track postion at Rutgers Camden next fall.
David Katz, who retires in August, has kindly donated to the Department his extensive collection of original grammar exercises, which are a valuable resource available for any faculty member’s use.  
Michelle Sun had an art exhibition in the Rotunda of the Mint Building in February.  Titled “Peony and Landscape”, her show conveyed a blend of Georgia O’Keefe’s floral perspective and Chinese painting techniques.  The peony symbolizes prosperity and vibrancy in Chinese culture.
Don Scott’s new book, Camp William Penn, will be out in May.  Focusing on the first federal Civil War camp to train black Northern-based soldiers, the book features a wide array of images and text under the “Images of America” series.  Don spoke about his book at Philadelphia’s Grand Army of the Republic Museum and Library in February.  He will doing several book signings in this area.
Don Scott recently gave two public lectures during African American Heritage Month.  He was the keynote speaker for National Freedom Day on February 1.  Established by Richard Robert Wright, Sr., a former slave who became an editor, educator, politician and banker, National Freedom Day honors American liberty, emphasizing African Americans rising from bondage.  Also, Don gave a lecture, sponsored by the Cheltenham Township Historical Commission, regarding his DNA roots to several African ethnic groups and his family’s enslavement in Virginia and South Carolina.

Thanks to Annette Onema for having served as Chair of CCP’s African American Heritage Month Committee this year.  Other Committee members from our Department were Quinn Eli, Ardencie Hall-Karambe, Cheryl Nelson and Jackie Wiggins.  Kudos to all of them.  
Bob Simonson wants to express his thanks to all those who have visited him, sent him a card or phoned him during his leave of absence.  He is making good recovery and very much appreciates the moral support. (
☺     ☺     ☺

(Frank Fritz’s freshman course, continued from page 1)
While I didn’t intend to bias the course prior to genuine inquiry (in spite of the course’s title: “Weird Things”) I also had to be sincere with my students about my extreme skepticism.   It turned out that I was the only person in the room who was the complete skeptic.  Even my most skeptical student, a boy slouching in the back of the class, baseball cap pulled low over his eyes, claimed that “it was all bogus” yet believed that “there were
probably vampires”(!)  To make the course an authentic inquiry into its topics, I decided to bring guest speakers to the class.  Every two weeks or so I had a different authority present his or her case to the students.  I had come speak to my class a graphologist (an expert on reading personality traits from one’s handwriting), a psychic, a clairvoyant, an acupuncturist, an astrologist, a homeopathic nurse, and an authority on alien visitation and Area 51 (the class was taught in Reno at the University of Nevada).  I even asked a Catholic priest to speak to the class; however, given the theme of the course, he demurred, choosing to pass on my invitation.  

Each of these guests presented his or her case in the manner he or she thought fit.  The psychic selected specific students from the class to offer tantalizing bits of apparent insight about them.  The graphologist used the overhead projector to analyze pre-submitted student signatures.  The authority on aliens, Jim Keith, presented the core arguments of his book.  Students were invited to ask questions.  I had been delighted to see that students had honest and curious questions, some of which were from believers who wanted to learn more while others were challenges to the speakers.  Overall, the experience enriched the dialogue and writing of the course and was a pleasure for all of us.  (
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Department Plenary and Potluck on Friday, April 25

              The Department will hold its last plenary meeting of the semester on Study Day-- Friday, April 25, in the Coffee House.  We also invite faculty to bring their favorite dishes for a potluck lunch.  We will meet between 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. in the Coffee House, and the meeting itself will run from 11:00 to 1:00.


Agenda items include:  (1) a discussion of the Director of College Writing position; and (2) presentation of the draft proposal of the Department’s Evaluation Policy Committee. ( 
















